About Carter Woodson
In order to better understand the concepts behind this award program, information about Dr. Carter Godwin Woodson, "The Father of Black History," would be beneficial to readers. Born the first of nine children to newly freed slaves in 1875, Woodson was raised in a world of poverty. Forced by the family's economic situation, Woodson went to work at an early age and wasn't able to attend formalized school until his late teens when he enrolled in high school while working part-time. Although largely self taught and tutored by uncles, Woodson overcame seemingly impossible odds and graduated by the time he was twenty-two years old. His academic prowess was further enriched at Kentucky's Berea College. After graduating from this institution in 1903, Woodson had, by 1908, received two degrees from the University of Chicago. In 1912, Woodson became the second black in the history of Harvard University to receive a Ph.D. from that school.
During his studies, Woodson became enthralled with the study of history, particularly African history and the history of blacks in America. He found that black history was seriously misrepresented, incorrectly reported, or purposefully omitted from American history textbooks and reference books. He also found that there was a lack of systematically collected materials that documented black history. As a result, Woodson set about to research and record the information that was so lacking.
Woodson's premise that all races would benefit by understanding black history became the foundation for his life's work. Knowing that the avenues for reporting black history, culture, and issues were severely limited, he set about to create several that would benefit such areas of study. 
The Award
In keeping with Woodson's philosophy that greater understanding comes through education and awareness, the National Council for the Social Studies Carter G. Woodson Book Awards honor nonfiction written for young people that records and chronicles issues, concerns, and achievements of ethnic groups in the United States. Readers of all ages will be introduced to authors and illustrators of many backgrounds and races who delve into a multitude of lives, cultures, issues, and places in the United States. In order to be considered for the awards, the nominees must, in part, 1. Show a respect for racial differences, 2. Provide insight into the experiences of racial and ethnic groups, 3. Show the interactions among ethnic and racial groups, 4. Avoid stereotypes, and 5. Promote pluralistic values. Upon examination ofthe various winners and honor books, readers will come to appreciate how well authors and illustrators have researched and presented the famous success stories, the not-so famous achievers, and the basic, everyday people who celebrate their diversity. Readers will also come to learn that the winners and honor books have a number of commonalities.
Genres
Biographies are frequently the recipients of the award or honor distinction. 
Other Considerations
Controversial issues specific to an ethnic or religious group are also highly represented in the awards.
Battlefields and Burial Grounds: The Indian Struggle to Protect Ancestral Graves in the United
States by Roger C. Echo-Hawk and Walter R. Echo Hawk (1995 secondary honor book) is a sobering history of how the graves of Native American peoples have been desecrated, robbed, and destroyed at the hands ofwhites. Till Victory is Won: Black Soldiers in the Civil War by Zak Mettger (1995 secondary winner) outlines issues of discrimination during a particularly dark time of U.S. history.
Frequent Winners
Some It is interesting to note that over the years, titles from the smaller publishing firms have been recognized in the Carter G. Woodson Book Awards, with Enslow Publishing Company leading the list. It can only be imagined that Dr. Woodson would be pleased to see that a small publishing house would have the opportunity to print and distribute an award-winning book that might not otherwise have the same chance with a larger company.
Conclusion
Woodson's dream of publicizing and popularizing the study of black history has been recognized and given enormous credence. Within the Carter G. Woodson Awards, his position has been expanded to popularizing and publicizing the study ofa world ofmulticultural groups. His premise that everyone can benefit from the study of other cultures thrives within the Carter G. Woodson Awards. His position that the history of different cultural groups needs to be systematically collected and accurately reported flourishes within the CarterG. Woodson Awards. The CarterG. Woodson Book Awards celebrate diversity and the honor of Dr. Woodson.
Information about the Carter G. Woodson Book Awards can be found on the Internet at the site for the National Council for the Social Studies. Annual announcements of the award winners and honor books are made in the April/May edition of the NCSS journal, Social Education.
